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108 ITALIAN ESTATE An English-inspired 
paradise in an idyllic Tuscan setting. 

*115 IN SEASON Recreate the planting of the 
Italian estate with our guide to English roses.

*118 CREATIVE DESIGN This contemporary 
scheme is small in scale but big on ideas. 

122 DISCOVERING THE MEANING OF 
FLOWERS How to create floral arrangements 
that look glorious and convey a message.

140 DREAM GARDEN A roof terrace in London. 

INTERIORS

*62 EASY LIVING Blend indoors and out with 
decorating ideas drawn from the laid-back appeal of 
Scandinavian and New England summerhouses.

HOUSES

47 LAKESIDE LIVING This serene Swiss home 
has a striking mix of European and African style. 

53 BE INSPIRED Beautiful pieces with an ethnic 
twist that echo the look of the lakeside home.

*74 LONDON REBUILD With a show-stopping 
staircase and glamorous interiors, this impeccably 
chic townhouse was worth months of upheaval.

*84 UPDATED COTTAGE A soothing colour 
palette and subtle texture are the perfect 
complement for this classic Long Island home.

*90 PERIOD RENOVATION What began as  
a simple kitchen update turned into a full-scale 
refurbishment of this Georgian property. 

*99 GEORGIAN COACH HOUSE Architectural 
flair pays fitting tribute to the heritage of this home.
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Lakeside Living

A seamless mix of European and north  
African styles creates an enviable  

sense of serenity in this relaxed Swiss home
Wo r d s  J e s s i c a  D oy l e  P h oto g r a P h s  G a e l l e  l e  B o u l i c au t

Calm
waters

kitchen teRRAce
This sunny space, with its spectacular 
view of Lake Maggiore, is the perfect 
spot for a leisurely breakfast. 
Louvre armchairs in Poppy, £173 each, 
Fermob at Barbed, barbed.co.uk.
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As the sun rises over the northern shore of 
Lake Maggiore in Switzerland, there cannot 
be a more perfect spot from which to take 
in the serene view of water and mountains 
than the terrace of Jutta Schild’s house.  
Set on the edge of the lake near the town of Ascona, close to 
the Italian border, the property is a holiday retreat for Jutta, 
who works in fashion, and the place where she loves to go 
to relax with friends. When she and her partner, Lambert, 
found it three years ago, the 1960s house was “simple and 
very basic”, so they embarked on a year-long renovation to 
create a stylish interior to match its idyllic situation.

Simple and SuStainable
Although the property did not need a lot of structural work, 
what Jutta calls “the technical details” required modernisa-
tion: the electrics and plumbing had a complete overhaul, and 
the house needed to be made watertight. As eco credentials 
were of the utmost importance to Jutta, she ensured that the 
renovation met the Swiss Minergie building standard for 
low energy consumption by installing e∞cient windows, 
underfloor heating and solar panels on the roof.

It was with the decoration of the interior, however, that 
Jutta’s innate flair for design came to the fore. One of her 
key objectives was not to overdo it: “We wanted to preserve 
the simple, easy spirit of the house,” she explains, “and taking 
inspiration from the historic north Italian villas in the area, 
we reinstated some classic features, including the shutters.” 

DininG AReA
For a contemporary take on 
Moroccan style, terracotta 
floor tiles from Marrakesh 
are teamed with dramatic 
pendant lights (left). The 
concrete-topped island (below), 
created by interior designer 
Claudia Silberschmidt, 
incorporates a bench on one 
side, allowing it to blend 
seamlessly with the dining area.

SittinG ROOM
Jutta wanted a living area 
that worked equally well in 
summer and winter, which 
she has achieved with a  
subtle mix of textured fabrics 
in neutral tones and warm 
metallic accents (below). 
Furnished with a generous 
helping of cushions, the 

integrated fireside bench 
(left) makes a cosy corner  
for reading when the cooler 
nights draw in.
Evergreen chaise longue,  
from £6,628, Flexform at 
interdesign, interdesignuk.biz. 
Habibi side tables, from £566 
each, e15 at atomic interiors, 
atomicinteriors.co.uk.

Random pendant lights, from 
£482 each, Moooi at Utility, 
utilitydesign.co.uk. CH24 
Wishbone chairs, £620 each, 
aram, aram.co.uk. Interior 
design, Claudia silberschmidt, 
atelier Zuerich, atelierzuerich.ch.

kitchen
Sculptural handles give a 
decorative flourish to the 
wooden cabinetry (above) .

july 2017 |  H&G |  <#R#>



CroSS-Cultural CompoSition
To help her achieve the specific style she wanted, Jutta 
enlisted the help of interior designer Claudia Silberschmidt, 
of Swiss firm Atelier Zurich – a friend with whom she had 
worked before on previous projects – but the design took an 
abrupt turn after Jutta went on a trip to Marrakesh. “I came 
home and said, ‘Claudia, I think we have to change the look 
because I have such di≠erent ideas now,’” she recalls. “It was 
just that Moroccan feeling: the colours, the shapes and the 
style. We sat and talked it over for hours, it was such fun.”

edited witH Style
This new look, a cross between contemporary riad and  
elegant Italian villa, was the perfect fit for another of Jutta’s 
requirements, that the interior of the house be appropriate 
for the summer and winter months. This she and Claudia 
achieved through their choice of fabrics, carpets and curtains 
in soft greens, greys and mauves, which lend the interior a 
fresh, bright look in warm weather when the French windows 
are flung open, and a cosy, cosseting feel on chilly evenings 
– an e≠ect heightened by the custom-built fireplace with its 
integrated bench, which is Jutta’s favourite place to sit. 
Added to the mix are items that Jutta picked up in Morocco, 
pieces that have been designed by Claudia, while others were 
chosen from European design brands, such as Moooi, Flex-
form and British designer, Melodi Horne. It is a look that 
keeps on evolving. “Finding things for the house is like a 
never-ending story,” says Jutta. “I love the thrill of the chase.”

“ Taking inspiration from the 
historic north Italian villas in the 

area, we wanted to preserve the 
simple, easy spirit of the house.”

BALcOnY
The bedroom’s covered 
balcony (above left) has been 
fitted with diaphanous 
curtains to filter the glare  
of the sun on bright days. 
Simple lights, from €327 each, 
Tobias grau, tobias-grau.com.

MAin BeDROOM
A double set of French 
windows (above) maximises 
the view of the lake, and the 
reflected light from the water.

GUeSt BeDROOM
Jutta opted for a textured 
wallpaper and a padded 
headboard (left) to add 
softness and comfort; the  
red pillows were chosen  
for their rich colour, which 
introduces a note of warmth. 
Fierce wallcovering, £124.17m, 
arte at TM interiors, 
tm-interiors.co.uk. 

MAin BeDROOM
A built-in shelf with drawers 
beneath makes a useful 
workstation and dressing 
table (above). For this scheme 
(right), Jutta chose green for 
its serene, restful quality.
Curvy lamp base, £350; 18in 
lampshade, £375; both Melodi 
Horne, melodihorne.com. 
Dhurrie, CHF230sq m, Frohsinn, 

frohsinn.ch. 205 table lamps, 
£359.66 each, Lampe gras  
at spatial Lighting, spatial-
lighting.co.uk. Rope stool, 
€1,098, Riva 1920 at Progarr, 
progarr.com.

StAiRcASe 
Claudia’s unique rope screen 
design (below) enhances the 
crisp beauty of the staircase.
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“ Eco credentials were of the 
utmost importance, so 

underfloor heating and solar 
panels were installed.”

BAthROOM
The original arched window 
was replaced by glazed doors 
(above), so the bathroom  
now opens onto the terrace. 
Its river-stone floor not only  
adds a decorative touch 
(above left), but is pleasantly 
tactile underfoot. 
Stairs towel holder, from 
£511.20, agape at West One 
Bathrooms, westonebathrooms.
com. Piazzolla wall lamps, 
£652.74 each, delightfull at 
Beut, beut.co.uk.

ROOF teRRAce
An outdoor rug and relaxed 
seating bring the comfortable 
feel of the interior outdoors.
Knot rug, £3,700, Roda at 
summerhill & Co, furnitureby 
summerhillandco.co.uk. Opera 
table, from £193, Fermob at 
Barbed, barbed.co.uk.
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